
 

 
Kira Wildran 
 
Once again, I am astounded and incredibly grateful for your 
generosity. I feel incredibly lucky to have donors like you and 
am so sad that we will not be able to see each other again this 
year at the awards ceremony. This has been an incredibly 
difficult time for me to navigate.  I would be nowhere without 
my education and the hope that I will be able to go back to 
school and that things will get better in this country. Your 
donation to this scholarship makes that possible for me, and I 
would not be able to do this without you. 
 

My second semester of my sophomore year was wonderful until we were sent home due to 
Covid. I really enjoyed my classes, which included a course on criminal law, forensic chemistry, 
sex work and its relationship to social control, and medical ethics. I was continuing to work in 
the mail room on campus, as well as taking notes for students with disabilities. I also began 
working with my volleyball coach for an organization called the One Love Foundation. I became 
a trained facilitator and led workshops for my peers on bringing awareness to domestic 
violence/abuse. This was a very fulfilling experience for me and helped bring more direction to 
what I want to do in the future. However, in the beginning of March we received instructions 
that we had to leave campus, and I wound up having to pack up my entire life at Oberlin in two 
days. The second half of the semester was a lot harder for me after moving to remote learning, 
but I did my best given the circumstances and was able to maintain my 3.66 GPA.  
  
In terms of volleyball, I was elected as one of our spring season captains by my teammates and 
coaches, which has been my goal since I joined the team. I want to be a leader for my team and 
I know we can be successful if we stay focused and work hard, which is what I always strive to 
do. I was working a lot on recovery for my shoulder after my surgery and will continue to do so 
in order to be able to play again in the fall. Since we had to leave campus, we obviously have 
not been able to play together, but we meet often over Zoom in order to support each other 
through this pandemic. 
  
I achieved many personal accomplishments this semester as well, which I have been working 
towards since I first arrived at Oberlin. First of all, I was accepted into the Law and Justice 
Scholars program, which is an honors program for my Law and Society major! I was one of only 
12 students selected and will be participating in the program in the fall. It includes attending 
special talks and lectures, and even a course taught by a real attorney. I was also hired as a  
 



 

 
PRSM (Preventing and Responding to Sexual Misconduct) trainer, after my third time applying. I 
believe that my passion and perseverance paid off, and I am so excited to get to participate in 
these programs next semester! 
  
As for my summer plans, there is not much to report. I originally had a job at a summer camp, 
where I was going to be the sports specialist, but unfortunately camp was canceled due to 
Covid. I searched for remote opportunities for work, but none arose, and I am unable to work in 
a physical setting due to fear of my family’s safety during the pandemic. As you know, my 
father is chronically ill and highly immunocompromised, so my family has been taking all the 
precautions we can to ensure his safety. Despite this, I have continued to stand up for what I 
believe and have been doing my best to contribute to the Black Lives Matter movement. I have 
been protesting, donating, and doing my best to educate my family and peers. To keep busy, I 
have been reading a lot and watching a lot of TV/movies. My family also adopted a new kitten 
who we named Bean (after Kobe Bryant)! He has been living in my room since he is not yet big 
enough to be around the other animals we have. So that has been a lot of responsibility at this 
time as well. 
  
In terms of going back to school, Oberlin has adopted a 3-semester system in an attempt to de-
densify our campus to make it safe to go back. As a junior, I was supposed to be on campus for 
the Spring and Summer, but since I play a fall sport I will be allowed to appeal to go back in the 
fall. Yesterday, we actually found out that our president and athletic director decided with the 
other schools in our conference that fall sports will not be happening in the fall, which was a 
huge blow to my team and me. However, I must look on the bright side since we will still be 
practicing in the fall, so I will hopefully be able to be on campus in the fall. This pandemic has 
shown me just how important school is to me, and I will never take it for granted. Thank you for 
making my education possible! 
  
I hope you and everyone you know and love are staying safe and healthy during these 
unprecedented times. Nothing is more important right now than that. Thank you so much 
again! 
 

A picture of my Covid-19 test, which I get fairly 
often to make sure my family is safe and our new 
kitten Bean! 


